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Dressage In-Gate Ring Steward 

 
The job: Make sure the riders enter the ring on-time and in proper 
order. Notify the announcer when the rider enters the arena.  
 

• You will be provided with an order-of-go for your arena. If you do not see 
the rider 3-4 minutes before the scheduled ride time call the warm-up ring 
stewards and ask them to locate the rider. If the rider is unable to be 
located contact the office to see if the rider has scratched. The announcer 
can also make an announcement to locate the rider.  

• Riders are not allowed to enter the arena until the current rider salutes at 
the end of their test. At that point the next rider is permitted to enter the 
ring and ride around the perimeter of the dressage arena until the judge 
rings the bell or blows the whistle.  

• Once the rider enters the arena their information should be communicated 
to the announcer. Example: “Rider #123 in Ring C”. 

• Check them off your sheet. 
• If the arena is running ahead of schedule notify the warm-up stewards and 

announcer so that they can let riders know they have the option of riding 
early. Riders can go before their scheduled ride time but have the right to 
wait until their time if they wish to. 

• If the arena is running behind schedule notify the warm-up stewards and 
announcer so that they can inform the riders.  

• If a rider is a no-show, you need to notify the scribe. (Scribes do not have a 
radio so are reliant on you for communication) 

• Sometimes you will be given a slip of paper that makes a change in the 
order of go or a rider has scratched—t the scribe. 

• Generally, riders are not allowed to go out of order. If there is a special 
circumstance and a rider needs to go out of order instruct the rider to let 
the scribe know.  

• If a rider falls the office must be notified.  
  
Chat with the riders – be friendly – help them have a pleasant experience. Most of 
them are new at this and very nervous.  
 

Call the office for drinks or emergency chocolate if needed. Have fun! 
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Your Order of Go 

Your Order of Go will 

give you the Dressage 

Time, Rider #, Rider, 

Horse Name and the 

Test they are riding. It 

will also give you the 

schedule breaks. 

Check off, cross off or 

highlight each rider 

that enters the 

Dressage Ring. 

Sometimes the Show 

Secretary will highlight 

special rides (out of 

class order, special 

class, etc.). 

Mark off all scratches 

you are informed 

about. 

If a rider wants to go 

out of order due to a 

scratch before them, 

they may do so.  You 

will need to inform the 

scribe of this or get the rider to tell the scribe BEFORE they enter the ring so that 

the scribe can find the rider’s test. 

Return your packet and the order of go sheets to the show office when your shift 

is complete.  (Sometimes you will be required to hand off your sheets and packet 

to your replacement if there is not a break between shifts.) 

 


